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Mystery of the Magi 
A walk through Israel’s journey to accept monotheism 

 
  

Patriarchal Period 

 
Gen. 31:19 - 35 
 

 
Teraphim (Pagan Household idols/gods) of Laban stolen by Rachel 
 

Genesis 35: 1-4 
 

Jacob buries foreign gods from his household 
 

Gen. 44:1-17  
 

Egyptian means of divination employed by Joseph 

  

Wilderness Wanderings 
 
Numbers 25:1-2 
 

 
Tells the story of Israel’s men running to worship the Baal of Peor, 
shortly after receiving the law at Mt. Sinai. 
 

Conquest 
 
Joshua 24: 14-24  
 

 
Illustrates that even at the time of entering the land of Canaan in order 
to conquer it, the people of Israel still had foreign gods in their midst. 
 

Time of the Judges 
 
Cycle of Apostasy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Israel does evil in the eyes of Yahweh, usually worshipping the 
Baals 

 Yahweh punishes Israel by handing them over to an oppressor 

 Israel repents and cries to Yahweh 

 Yahweh sends a deliverer (judge) to subdue the oppressor 

 Israel lives in shalom for a generation 

 When the judge dies, Israel once again does evil in the eyes of 
Yahweh 

Judges 3:5-6 
 

5 The sons of Israel lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; 6 and they took 
their daughters for themselves as wives, and gave their own daughters 
to their sons, and served their gods. 
 
Israel has foreign gods 
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1 Samuel 7:3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, "If you return to 
the LORD with all your heart, remove the foreign gods and the 
Ashtaroth from among you and direct your hearts to the LORD and 
serve Him alone; and He will deliver you from the hand of the 
Philistines." 
 
Israel has always served other gods  
 

1 Sam. 8:7-8 The LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of the people in regard to 
all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have 
rejected Me from being king over them.  "Like all the deeds which they 
have done since the day that I brought them up from Egypt even to this 
day-- in that they have forsaken Me and served other gods-- so they are 
doing to you also. 
 

United Monarchy 
 
1 Samuel 19:13 & 
16 
 
 

 
David has household gods, Michal uses them to trick Saul’s men 

1 Kings 11:5-8 
 

5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians and 
after Milcom the detestable idol of the Ammonites. 6 Solomon did what 
was evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not follow the LORD fully, as 
David his father had done. 7 Then Solomon built a high place for 
Chemosh the detestable idol of Moab, on the mountain which is east of 
Jerusalem, and for Molech the detestable idol of the sons of Ammon.8 
Thus also he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and 
sacrificed to their gods. 
 
Solomon worshipped other gods 
 

Divided Monarchy 
 
1 Kings 18 :19-40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Elijah battles the priests of Baal 
 
The accounts of Baal worship during the time of Ahab suggest that the 
worship had a fairly extensive popular following.  1 Kings 18:19 reports 
that there were 850 prophets of Baal and Asherah on Mt Carmel with 
Elijah.  In the midst of Elijah’s discouragement, God declares that there 
were 7, 000 who had not bowed down to Baal.  If the number is not a 
figurative one, it would represent a fairly small portion of the 
population that had remained loyal to Yahweh.” (ABD, 380). 
 
 verse 19 = 450 prohets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah  
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2 Kings 10:28-28 
 

Further evidence of Baal worship in Israel  
 
Thus Jehu eradicated Baal out of Israel. 
 

2 Kings 21 Manasseh rebuilt the high places, erected altars to Baal, made his sons 
pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft, used divination, dealt with 
mediums and spiritists, set up the carved image of Asherah in the 
house of Yahweh. 
 

1 & 2 Kings  
 

Israel’s kings constantly fell away from recognizing the uniqueness of 
Yahweh. 
 

2 Kings 23:24 
 

Josiah removed the mediums and the spiritists and the teraphim and 
the idols and all the abominations that were seen in the land of Judah 
and in Jerusalem 
 

2 Chronicles 33:15  
 

Manasseh removes the foreign gods and the idol from the temple. 
 

Divided Monarchy / Pre-Exilic Prophets 
 
Jeremiah 5:19  
 
 
 

 
It shall come about when they say, 'Why has the LORD our God done all 
these things to us?' then you shall say to them, 'As you have forsaken 
Me and served foreign gods in your land, so you will serve strangers in 
a land that is not yours.' 
 

Jeremiah 2:8 
 

8 "The priests did not say, 'Where is the LORD?' And those who handle 
the law did not know Me; The rulers also transgressed against Me, And 
the prophets prophesied by Baal And walked after things that did not 
profit.  

 
Jeremiah 5:19 
 

 
19 "It shall come about when they say, 'Why has the LORD our God 
done all these things to us?' then you shall say to them, 'As you have 
forsaken Me and served foreign gods in your land, so you will serve 
strangers in a land that is not yours.'  

 
Jeremiah 7:9-10 
 

 
9 "Will you steal, murder, and commit adultery and swear falsely, and 
offer sacrifices to Baal and walk after other gods that you have not 
known,10 then come and stand before Me in this house, which is called 
by My name, and say, 'We are delivered!'-- that you may do all these 
abominations?  

 
Jeremiah 11:13 
 

 
13 "For your gods are as many as your cities, O Judah; and as many as 
the streets of Jerusalem are the altars you have set up to the shameful 
thing, altars to burn incense to Baal.  

 
Jeremiah 11:17 
 

 
17 The LORD of hosts, who planted you, has pronounced evil against 
you because of the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of 
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Judah, which they have done to provoke Me by offering up sacrifices to 
Baal.  

 
Jeremiah 19: 3-15 
 

 
3 and say, 'Hear the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah and inhabitants 
of Jerusalem: thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "Behold I 
am about to bring a calamity upon this place, at which the ears of 
everyone that hears of it will tingle. 4 "Because they have forsaken Me 
and have made this an alien place and have burned sacrifices in it to 
other gods, that neither they nor their forefathers nor the kings of 
Judah had ever known, and because they have filled this place with the 
blood of the innocent 5 and have built the high places of Baal to burn 
their sons in the fire as burnt offerings to Baal, a thing which I never 
commanded or spoke of, nor did it ever enter My mind; 6 therefore, 
behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when this place will no 
longer be called Topheth or the valley of Ben-hinnom, but rather the 
valley of Slaughter. 7 "I will make void the counsel of Judah and 
Jerusalem in this place, and I will cause them to fall by the sword 
before their enemies and by the hand of those who seek their life; and I 
will give over their carcasses as food for the birds of the sky and the 
beasts of the earth. 8 "I will also make this city a desolation and an 
object of hissing; everyone who passes by it will be astonished and hiss 
because of all its disasters. 9 "I will make them eat the flesh of their 
sons and the flesh of their daughters, and they will eat one another's 
flesh in the siege and in the distress with which their enemies and 
those who seek their life will distress them."' 10 "Then you are to break 
the jar in the sight of the men who accompany you 11 and say to them, 
'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "Just so will I break this people and this 
city, even as one breaks a potter's vessel, which cannot again be 
repaired; and they will bury in Topheth because there is no other place 
for burial. 12 "This is how I will treat this place and its inhabitants," 
declares the LORD, "so as to make this city like Topheth. 13 "The houses 
of Jerusalem and the houses of the kings of Judah will be defiled like 
the place Topheth, because of all the houses on whose rooftops they 
burned sacrifices to all the heavenly host and poured out drink 
offerings to other gods."'" 14 Then Jeremiah came from Topheth, where 
the LORD had sent him to prophesy; and he stood in the court of the 
LORD'S house and said to all the people: 15 "Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel, 'Behold, I am about to bring on this city and all 
its towns the entire calamity that I have declared against it, because 
they have stiffened their necks so as not to heed My words.'" 

 
Jeremiah 23:13 
 

 
13 "Moreover, among the prophets of Samaria I saw an offensive thing: 
They prophesied by Baal and led My people Israel astray.  

 
Jeremiah 32:29 
 

 
29 "The Chaldeans who are fighting against this city will enter and set 
this city on fire and burn it, with the houses where people have offered 
incense to Baal on their roofs and poured out drink offerings to other 
gods to provoke Me to anger.  
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Jeremiah 32:27-36 
 

 
27 "Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh; is anything too difficult 
for Me?" 28 Therefore thus says the LORD, "Behold, I am about to give 
this city into the hand of the Chaldeans and into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he will take it. 29 "The Chaldeans 
who are fighting against this city will enter and set this city on fire and 
burn it, with the houses where people have offered incense to Baal on 
their roofs and poured out drink offerings to other gods to provoke Me 
to anger. 30 "Indeed the sons of Israel and the sons of Judah have been 
doing only evil in My sight from their youth; for the sons of Israel have 
been only provoking Me to anger by the work of their hands," declares 
the LORD. 31 "Indeed this city has been to Me a provocation of My 
anger and My wrath from the day that they built it, even to this day, so 
that it should be removed from before My face, 32 because of all the 
evil of the sons of Israel and the sons of Judah which they have done to 
provoke Me to anger-- they, their kings, their leaders, their priests, 
their prophets, the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 33 
"They have turned their back to Me and not their face; though I taught 
them, teaching again and again, they would not listen and receive 
instruction. 34 "But they put their detestable things in the house which 
is called by My name, to defile it. 35 "They built the high places of Baal 
that are in the valley of Ben-hinnom to cause their sons and their 
daughters to pass through the fire to Molech, which I had not 
commanded them nor had it entered My mind that they should do this 
abomination, to cause Judah to sin. 36 "Now therefore thus says the 
LORD God of Israel concerning this city of which you say, 'It is given into 
the hand of the king of Babylon by sword, by famine and by pestilence.'  

 
Hosea 2:8 
 

 
8 "For she does not know that it was I who gave her the grain, the new 
wine and the oil, And lavished on her silver and gold, Which they used 
for Baal.  

 
Hos 13:1-3 
 

 
1 When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling. He exalted himself in 
Israel, But through Baal he did wrong and died. 2 And now they sin 
more and more, And make for themselves molten images, Idols 
skillfully made from their silver, All of them the work of craftsmen. 
They say of them, "Let the men who sacrifice kiss the calves!" 3 
Therefore they will be like the morning cloud And like dew which soon 
disappears, Like chaff which is blown away from the threshing floor 
And like smoke from a chimney. 
 

Post-Exilic 
 
 

 
It appears that the people of Israel have understood and accepted that 
Yahweh is their God, Yahweh alone! 

 


